[image: image1.jpg]Sheriff Gordon Smith was elected Sheriff of Bradford County
Sheriffs Office in 2008 and is serving his first term. Bradford
County, Florida has 29,000 residents over 300 square miles and
is located in the northeastern part of Florida. New River County
was created in 1858, and renamed in 1861 to Bradford County for
Captain Richard Bradford, who fought in the American Civil War.

Sheriff Smith oversees a 5 million dollar budget for his depart-
ment. They are the primary law enforcement agency in the county,
with responsibilities that include enforcing traffic laws, serving
civil process, providing courtroom security, enforcing drug laws,
running the correctional facility, prisoner transport and animal
control. Bradford County Sheriffs Office patrols the county using
cars, bikes, 4-wheelers, horses and good old fashioned foot patrol.

Sheriff Smith’s office is also responsible for Neighborhood
Watch, Community Oriented Policing and TRIAD. Bradford
County Sheriffs Office consists of 110 total personnel with 31
sworn and 19 non-sworn personnel. Part time positions total 4,
16 civilian personnel, 3 sworn reserve personnel and 60 volunteers.
The Sheriffs office served 871 criminal warrants and 3270 civil
process for the county.

Bradford County Jail has a daily inmate population of 89.
There are 78 male inmates and 16 women. The County Jail has 26
inmates in maximum security and 38 in medium security, and 26
in minimum security. There are 63 pre-trial inmates, 26 sentenced
convicted inmates.

Sheriff Smith’s education includes an AA degree from Vincennes
University; completion of the Law Enforcement Corrections
program, Lake City Community College, Lake City, FL; FBI
National Academy the 240th class, National Sheriffs’ Institute the

80 % Sheriff’ July/August 2011

97th class; FBI/
Florida Executive
Development
Seminar;  Florida ~ Chief
Executive Seminar, Florida Police Chiefs
Association Executive Development, Advanced
Police Chiefs Seminar; and numerous
advanced and specialized law-enforcement
training. Sheriff Smith’s career has been with
Career Florida Department of Corrections as
a Corrections Officer, Bradford County Sheriffs
Office as a Sergeant of Investigations for 10 years;
Starke Police Department as Chief of Police for 11 years,
with 7 years Honors and Affiliations FBI Latent Print
Examiner; (certified expert); Bradford Sheriffs Explorer Advisor,
founder; a member of the Santa Fe Criminal Justice Advisory
Committee, Florida Council on Crime and Delinquency, past
secretary, 2007; Peaceful Paths Domestic Violence Abuse Center,
past president 2001, 2003; Rotary, past president, 2003; Florida
Council on Crime, President, 2010-2011. He is also a State of
Florida Certified Instructor.

Sheriff Smith says “From the beginning of my law enforcement
career my goal was to always to become Sheriff. It has been a lifelong
dream to be Sheriff and serve the citizens of Bradford County.”

Sheriff Smith’s lives by his favorite motto “We Care”.

You can learn more by visiting www.bradfordsheriff.org. @

Meet the Sheriff is a regular feature of Sheriff magazine to get to know
Sheriffs from around the country.
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July 29, 2011
Press Release
Bradford Sheriff Featured in National Sheriff’s Association Magazine

Sheriff Smith was humbled and honored to be the featured Sheriff in this 

Month’s National Sheriffs’ Association Magazine.
The National Sheriffs’ Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to raising the level of professionalism among those in the criminal justice and public safety fields.

Through the years, the NSA has been provided numerous programs, trainings and other resources to enable sheriffs, their deputies, and others in the field of criminal justice to perform their jobs in the best possible manner and to better serve the people of their jurisdictions.

There are approximately 3, 083 Sheriffs in the United States and as of September 1, 2010, the NSA has more than 18,000 members. 

Sheriff Gordon Smith was one of the six chosen to be featured from around the country for 2011.  The following page is what appeared in the most recent publication.
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